
Bellingham School District #501
1306 Dupont Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

647-6815 for translation message

Winter Weather Information

WEATHER?
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H I S  I M P O R T A N T  W E A T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  2 0 1 1 - 1 2

IS SCHOOL OPEN, DELAYED OR CLOSED BECAUSE OF

SNOW ROUTES
PLEASE CHECK 

YOUR GROUP AND 
SNOW BUS STOP 

REGULAR STOP:	SNOW STOP
at INTERSECTION OF:

Happy Valley
30th Street	�����������������������������������������������������������Old Samish & 30th, 

Fairhaven Pkwy & 30th
Lake Samish Area
All Lake Samish Stops, Manley Rd.	������������������Gas Station at Exit 246, 

Exit 242 & Nulle Rd.
Northeast Area
Hillsdale, Gala Loop, Haggin, Brownsville	��������Britton & Hillsdale
Emerald Lake Way	�����������������������������������������������Britton Road & 

Emerald Lake Way
Toad Lake Road	���������������������������������������������������Northshore & Academy, 

Britton & Hillsdale
Academy	���������������������������������������������������������������Northshore & Academy
Northshore (past Y Road)	����������������������������������The Forks Restaurant
Woodlake	��������������������������������������������������������������Britton & Hillsdale
Britton Loop	����������������������������������������������������������Britton & Britton 

Loop (top close to 
Emerald Lake)

Samish Neighborhood
40th, Wildwood, Parkhurst	��������������������������������Samish Way & 

40th, Samish Way 
& Ridgemont

Wilken	��������������������������������������������������������������������Samish & 48th
Governor, Timberlake, Edgefield, Mahonia	�����South Hill & Yew, 

Governor & Samish
Sudden Valley
Lake Louise Road	������������������������������������������������Cable & Austin, 

Sudden Valley Market 
(Bus remains at 
market 10 min.)

Sudden Valley	������������������������������������������������������Sudden Valley Market 
(Bus remains at 
market 10 min.)

SNOW GROUPA

Mt. Baker Neighborhood 
(Including King Mountain, Dewey, Van Wyck)
Dewey, Van Wyck Loop	���������������������������������������Hannegan & Bakerview
King Mountain, Spring Creek Lane	�������������������Bakerview & James
Fruitland Dr.	����������������������������������������������������������James St. & Orchard
Trickle Creek Area	�����������������������������������������������Sunset & Idell
Kramer Lane	��������������������������������������������������������Bakerview & 

Kramer Lane
Puget Neighborhood/Yew Street Road
Toledo, Puget Loop	����������������������������������������������Lakeway & Toledo, 

Pacific View & San Juan
Woodbine	��������������������������������������������������������������Yew Street & Woodbine
Samish Neighborhood
Ridgemont	������������������������������������������������������������Samish Way & 

Ridgemont
Connelly Hill from 34th to 40th	�������������������������Highland Nursing on 

Samish Wy., 30th & 
Cowgill, Cody & Samish

Ashley, Byron, Consolidation	�����������������������������E. Maple & Lincoln
Nevada	������������������������������������������������������������������Nevada & Lakeway

SNOW GROUPB

Geneva Neighborhood
Coronado	��������������������������������������������������������������Lake Whatcom & Coronado
Lakeview & Fremont area	����������������������������������Cable & Geneva
Oriental, Euclid, Ridgewood Loop	���������������������Lakeway & Oriental, 

Lakeway & Euclid
Lakeway Neighborhood
Raymond & Riley	�������������������������������������������������Lakeway & Raymond
Portal/Morning Mist	��������������������������������������������Portal & Lakeway
Lakeside	���������������������������������������������������������������Euclid & Lakeway, 

Electric & Flynn

REGULAR STOP:	SNOW STOP
at INTERSECTION OF:

SNOW GROUPBContinued

Alabama Hill Neighborhood
Crown Lane, Rhododendron Way, 
Niagara Dr., Erie St 	���������������������������������������������Vining & View Ridge, 

View Ridge & View Ridge 
Dr., Huron @ Mossop

Niagara Street, Illinois area	�������������������������������Roosevelt Elementary 
or Crestline Dr. & 
W. Crestline

Northern Heights/Tweed Twenty
Northshore Area
Northern Heights	�������������������������������������������������Britton & Roma 
Northridge & Springland	������������������������������������Barkley & Grace Ln.
Tweed Twenty	�������������������������������������������������������Lahti & Britton, 

Greenville & Britton, 
Hillspring & Britton

Greenville Drive, Street, Court, & Place	�����������Greenville Dr. & Britton
Northwest Area
Wynn Road, Pence, Curtis Road, Marietta	������Wynn & Rural Ave., Curtis 

& Rural, Pence & Rural
Hoff and Van Horn	�����������������������������������������������Rural & Skagit
Country Lane	��������������������������������������������������������Country Lane & Hoff, 

Country Ln. & Jones Ln., 
Country Ln. & Bancroft

Bayon & Jones	�����������������������������������������������������Marine Dr. & Jones
Fort Bellingham/Olympic Way/Bancroft	����������Marine Dr. & Fort 

Bellingham
South Hill/Sehome
Happy Valley/Edgemoor
High	�����������������������������������������������������������������������Chestnut & High
Laurel	��������������������������������������������������������������������Liberty & Maple
34th & Otis	�����������������������������������������������������������Abbott & Samish Way
Consolidation & 34th	������������������������������������������Samish Way & 

Consolidation
Highland Drive, Palm, 15th	��������������������������������Garden Street & 14th
Ferry Street 	����������������������������������������������������������32nd & Ferry
Broad & Linden, Lyla Ln.	������������������������������������Clark & Everglade

SNOW GROUPC

View any updates online at  
http://www.bellinghamschools.org/transportation

 Are you in A, B or C? Depending on where you live, you may or may not have a snow route. Snow routes are divided into three groups: A, B 
or C. See information inside for how to know when schools are on snow routes. If you live on a regular bus route listed below and schools are on a 
regular schedule with snow routes in effect, be at your regular pick-up time. If school is delayed and you live on a snow route listed below, be at that 
snow route stop 90 minutes later than your regular pick-up time. Transportation will make individual arrangements for special education buses, 
which do not follow the snow routes listed below.

SNOW ROUTES





Go to www.bellinghamschools.
org/schoolmessenger and click on Log 
In to Manage Your Contact Preferences. 
You can manage your preferences only if 
you have activated your SchoolMessenger 
account. If you have not, please follow the 
Instructions for Activating Your  Account 
for the First Time on this website. You will 
need your student ID(s) and activation 
code(s) previously sent home. Contact 
your school or call 676-6520 for assistance 
or if you do not have computer access.

Check Early AM under phone, e-mail 
or text and enter your contact information – 
depending on your preferences – to receive 

How are decisions made?
We closely monitor the weather. Most often, decisions are made in the early 
morning rather than the night before so that the most current weather conditions 
and forecasts can factor into the decision.

We recognize the impact on family 
schedules, and will communicate any decision 
as quickly as possible. In the early morning 
hours (typically beginning at 3 a.m.), staff 
drive main roads and side streets throughout  
school district boundaries to assess driving 
and walking conditions. Information is 
compiled and reported to the superintendent, 
who will make the decision – based on the 

best available information at that time – to 
close, delay and/or run buses on snow routes. 
We understand these decisions disrupt family 
life and appreciate your patience during 
these severe weather situations. While we 
know that our students and families are best 
served when we are open, our top concern 
is the safety of our students and staff.

Will some schools close or delay 
while others remain open?

Generally, no.

Our school district is made up of about 100 
square miles. Road and walking conditions 
usually vary widely from one neighborhood 
to another. This makes for a difficult decision 
on whether to close or delay school and/
or use snow bus routes in all or only parts 
of our community. The decision whether to 

HOW CAN I GET 
WEATHER/EMERGENCY 

INFORMATION?

What if a storm begins  
when children are at school?

We try, if at all possible, not to dismiss school early due to 
weather, except in rare extreme weather conditions.

Releasing early is problematic when families 
are not expecting it. Families may always 
choose to pick up their children early. We do 
our best to monitor and anticipate conditions. 

If needed in severe weather, we would 
use SchoolMessenger Emergency contact 
information to communicate with parents.

What happens when school 
opens 90 minutes late?

School is delayed when the weather is bad, but is forecasted to  
improve and warm/thaw after sunrise.

This also allows our buses to operate 
in better conditions with less traffic. To 
maximize student learning time on days 
when weather requires a late start for 
safety, all schools will begin 90 minutes 
later. When school is delayed, students will 
catch the bus about 90 minutes later at their 
regular bus stop or at their snow route stop 

(see reverse) if snow routes are in effect:

• 9:15 a.m. start for high schools and 
10 a.m. for Options

• 10 a.m. start for elementary schools

• 10:45 a.m. start for middle schools 

• A.M. and P.M. preschool is cancelled

What does it mean when  
“snow routes” are in effect?

A snow route is a modified bus route that generally runs on main roads rather than 
side streets or through neighborhoods. Driving a school bus in some areas may not 
be possible during severe weather. 

If snow routes are in effect, students 
must catch their bus at alternate stops. On 
these snow route days, students are 
returned after school to their snow 
route stops regardless of changes 
in the weather. Depending on where 

you live, a snow route may or may not be 
necessary. It is the responsibility of families 
to know if they live on a snow route and 
in which snow route group — please see 
reverse. Bus drivers may also remind 
students if they live in a snow route area.

State law requires that children 
attend school 180 days. 

Children must be present for a 
certain number of hours each day in 
order for it to count as a school day. 
When school is delayed, children are 
in attendance the hours needed to 
meet state requirements. When school 
is closed, missed days must be made 
up unless they are waived by the state. 
State law does not currently allow 
school districts to add minutes onto 
each school day to make up missed 
time. Our school district’s 180-day 
calendar is part of the contract with 
our labor associations. The 2011-14 
teachers’ contract states that the 
first two missed school days will be 
made up at the end of the school 
year, which if needed, would be June 
21 and 22, 2012. If additional make-
up days are needed, the district and 
labor associations will work together 
on a solution. We recognize the 
importance of having children in 
school on a regular schedule with 
quality, uninterrupted learning time. 
With safety as our primary concern, 
decisions that impact student learning 
are always weighed with careful 
consideration. Please be patient during 
weather situations as we share in 
the frustration regarding schedule 
changes.

If school is closed, are activities/
events/meetings canceled?

Yes.

All school and district athletics held on 
district property — including mandatory 
or voluntary practices/rehearsals, activities 
(field trips and school/district facility rentals), 
meetings/events previously planned for before, 
after school and evening — are cancelled. 

When school is open on snow routes or 
delayed, school and district administrators 
decide whether to cancel activities, meetings 
and events on a school-by-school basis. This 
information will be communicated to families.

IF SCHOOL IS CLOSED, 
WHEN WILL MISSED 
DAYS BE MADE UP?

WEATHER

close or delay applies to all schools so that 
it will be easily understood and equitable 
for all students, staff and families. In rare 
circumstances when an emergency such 
as a prolonged power outage affects only 
a specific area, schedule changes may be 
needed for that school or set of schools.

and

How can I be notified of 
school closures or delays?

We will use SchoolMessenger to notify parents of school weather closures or 
delays. Parents need to opt in for Early AM if you want to receive this 
information with an automated phone call, e-mail or text. To receive 
these notifications, you need to:

notifications outside of school hours. By 
checking Early AM phone, you will receive 
notification via phone, e-mail or text very 
early in the morning as decisions are 
made. If you do not want to receive this 
notification, do not check Early AM.

Check Emergency under phone, e-mail 
or text and enter daytime contact information 
to receive notifications during the school 
day. We try, if at all possible, not to dismiss 
school early due to weather, except in extreme 
rare weather conditions. If needed, we would 
use SchoolMessenger Emergency contact 
information to communicate with parents.

Depending on weather 
conditions, schools will close for 

the day, open 90 minutes late 
with regular bus routes or snow 
bus routes, or open on time with 

snow bus routes. Changes to 
the school schedule are usually 
announced by 6 a.m. Weather 
emergencies can sometimes 
disrupt power and telephone 
service. The district will use a 

variety of methods to keep you 
informed, but please remember 

to keep a battery-equipped 
radio as your emergency 

communications back-up.

How to Find Weather 
Information:

Manage your contact 
 information and preferences to 

receive SchoolMessenger notifications 
via phone, e-mail or text at  

www.bellinghamschools.org/
schoolmessenger

Tune to local media:
KGMI Radio (790 AM) 

KAFE Radio (104.1 FM)
KOMO Radio (1000 AM)

KIRO Radio (710 AM)  
KOMO-TV (Channel 4)
KING-TV (Channel 5)
KIRO-TV (Channel 7)

Bookmark and check  
www.bellinghamschools.org

Call 676-6400 for a recorded 
message in English. Please do 

not call Transportation because 
it is important to keep lines open 
for emergencies. For Español, 

русский, tính từ and Punjabi 
translations: 647-6815.

IMPORTANT: All out-of-district daytime transportation is cancelled 
when we are on snow routes or a delayed start.

IMPORTANT: Kindergarteners will not be dropped off at the alternate snow stop unless 
the parent/guardian is present. (The drop off permission is for the regular stop only.)



Go to www.bellinghamschools.
org/schoolmessenger and click on Log 
In to Manage Your Contact Preferences. 
You can manage your preferences only if 
you have activated your SchoolMessenger 
account. If you have not, please follow the 
Instructions for Activating Your  Account 
for the First Time on this website. You will 
need your student ID(s) and activation 
code(s) previously sent home. Contact 
your school or call 676-6520 for assistance 
or if you do not have computer access.

Check Early AM under phone, e-mail 
or text and enter your contact information – 
depending on your preferences – to receive 

How are decisions made?
We closely monitor the weather. Most often, decisions are made in the early 
morning rather than the night before so that the most current weather conditions 
and forecasts can factor into the decision.

We recognize the impact on family 
schedules, and will communicate any decision 
as quickly as possible. In the early morning 
hours (typically beginning at 3 a.m.), staff 
drive main roads and side streets throughout  
school district boundaries to assess driving 
and walking conditions. Information is 
compiled and reported to the superintendent, 
who will make the decision – based on the 

best available information at that time – to 
close, delay and/or run buses on snow routes. 
We understand these decisions disrupt family 
life and appreciate your patience during 
these severe weather situations. While we 
know that our students and families are best 
served when we are open, our top concern 
is the safety of our students and staff.

Will some schools close or delay 
while others remain open?

Generally, no.

Our school district is made up of about 100 
square miles. Road and walking conditions 
usually vary widely from one neighborhood 
to another. This makes for a difficult decision 
on whether to close or delay school and/
or use snow bus routes in all or only parts 
of our community. The decision whether to 

HOW CAN I GET 
WEATHER/EMERGENCY 

INFORMATION?

What if a storm begins  
when children are at school?

We try, if at all possible, not to dismiss school early due to 
weather, except in rare extreme weather conditions.

Releasing early is problematic when families 
are not expecting it. Families may always 
choose to pick up their children early. We do 
our best to monitor and anticipate conditions. 

If needed in severe weather, we would 
use SchoolMessenger Emergency contact 
information to communicate with parents.

What happens when school 
opens 90 minutes late?

School is delayed when the weather is bad, but is forecasted to  
improve and warm/thaw after sunrise.

This also allows our buses to operate 
in better conditions with less traffic. To 
maximize student learning time on days 
when weather requires a late start for 
safety, all schools will begin 90 minutes 
later. When school is delayed, students will 
catch the bus about 90 minutes later at their 
regular bus stop or at their snow route stop 

if snow routes are in effect:

• 9:15 a.m. start for high schools and 
10 a.m. for Options

• 10 a.m. start for elementary schools

• 10:45 a.m. start for middle schools 

• A.M. and P.M. preschool is cancelled

What does it mean when  
“snow routes” are in effect?

A snow route is a modified bus route that generally runs on main roads rather than 
side streets or through neighborhoods. Driving a school bus in some areas may not 
be possible during severe weather. 

If snow routes are in effect, students 
must catch their bus at alternate stops. On 
these snow route days, students are 
returned after school to their snow 
route stops regardless of changes 
in the weather. Depending on where 

you live, a snow route may or may not be 
necessary. It is the responsibility of families 
to know if they live on a snow route and 
in which snow route group — please see 
reverse. Bus drivers may also remind 
students if they live in a snow route area.

State law requires that children 
attend school 180 days. 

Children must be present for a 
certain number of hours each day in 
order for it to count as a school day. 
When school is delayed, children are 
in attendance the hours needed to 
meet state requirements. When school 
is closed, missed days must be made 
up unless they are waived by the state. 
State law does not currently allow 
school districts to add minutes onto 
each school day to make up missed 
time. Our school district’s 180-day 
calendar is part of the contract with 
our labor associations. The 2011-14 
teachers’ contract states that the 
first two missed school days will be 
made up at the end of the school 
year, which if needed, would be June 
21 and 22, 2012. If additional make-
up days are needed, the district and 
labor associations will work together 
on a solution. We recognize the 
importance of having children in 
school on a regular schedule with 
quality, uninterrupted learning time. 
With safety as our primary concern, 
decisions that impact student learning 
are always weighed with careful 
consideration. Please be patient during 
weather situations as we share in 
the frustration regarding schedule 
changes.

If school is closed, are activities/
events/meetings canceled?

Yes.

All school and district athletics held on 
district property — including mandatory 
or voluntary practices/rehearsals, activities 
(field trips and school/district facility rentals), 
meetings/events previously planned for before, 
after school and evening — are cancelled. 

When school is open on snow routes or 
delayed, school and district administrators 
decide whether to cancel activities, meetings 
and events on a school-by-school basis. This 
information will be communicated to families.

IF SCHOOL IS CLOSED, 
WHEN WILL MISSED 
DAYS BE MADE UP?

WEATHER

close or delay applies to all schools so that 
it will be easily understood and equitable 
for all students, staff and families. In rare 
circumstances when an emergency such 
as a prolonged power outage affects only 
a specific area, schedule changes may be 
needed for that school or set of schools.

and

How can I be notified of 
school closures or delays?

We will use SchoolMessenger to notify parents of school weather closures or 
delays. Parents need to opt in for Early AM if you want to receive this 
information with an automated phone call, e-mail or text. To receive 
these notifications, you need to:

notifications outside of school hours. By 
checking Early AM phone, you will receive 
notification via phone, e-mail or text very 
early in the morning as decisions are 
made. If you do not want to receive this 
notification, do not check Early AM.

Check Emergency under phone, e-mail 
or text and enter daytime contact information 
to receive notifications during the school 
day. We try, if at all possible, not to dismiss 
school early due to weather, except in extreme 
rare weather conditions. If needed, we would 
use SchoolMessenger Emergency contact 
information to communicate with parents.

Depending on weather 
conditions, schools will close for 

the day, open 90 minutes late 
with regular bus routes or snow 
bus routes, or open on time with 

snow bus routes. Changes to 
the school schedule are usually 
announced by 6 a.m. Weather 
emergencies can sometimes 
disrupt power and telephone 
service. The district will use a 

variety of methods to keep you 
informed, but please remember 

to keep a battery-equipped 
radio as your emergency 

communications back-up.

How to Find Weather 
Information:

Manage your contact 
 information and preferences to 

receive SchoolMessenger notifications 
via phone, e-mail or text at  

www.bellinghamschools.org/
schoolmessenger

Tune to local media:
KGMI Radio (790 AM) 

KAFE Radio (104.1 FM)
KOMO Radio (1000 AM)

KIRO Radio (710 AM)  
KOMO-TV (Channel 4)
KING-TV (Channel 5)
KIRO-TV (Channel 7)

Bookmark and check  
www.bellinghamschools.org

Call 676-6400 for a recorded 
message in English. Please do 

not call Transportation because 
it is important to keep lines open 
for emergencies. For Español, 

русский, tính từ and Punjabi 
translations: 647-6815.

IMPORTANT: All out-of-district daytime transportation is cancelled 
when we are on snow routes or a delayed start.

IMPORTANT: Kindergarteners will not be dropped off at the alternate snow stop unless 
the parent/guardian is present. (The drop off permission is for the regular stop only.)


