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Career Preparation, Jobs and the Economy
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programs with payoffs including a community 
reduction in crime, promotion of schooling 
and a more skilled workforce. 

Research strongly supports our local 
community investment in full-time 
kindergarten for all students with an impetus 
for building better preschool connections 
in the future. Yet, I am often asked by 
community members about what we are doing 
now for high school students. In particular, 
people ask why shop classes were removed 

If you have a moment, please check out 
the two-minute video clip “Why Early 
Investment Matters,” by Nobel Prize recipient 
Dr. James Heckman that is posted on 
YouTube or our Levy Facts website at www.
bellinghamschools.org Dr. Heckman 
shares research supporting the idea that the 
best way to turn around our economy, create 
jobs, and fill them with the type of workforce 
that America so desperately needs is to invest in 
young people, particularly in early childhood 
education. He makes the case that this is a 
far better return on investment than other 
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while simultaneously working on their high 
school diplomas. 

I invite you to view 
some other videos of 
students learning on our 
Levy Facts website and see 
your local funding dollars 
at work, a most worthy 
investment in our children, 
jobs, the economy, and our 
future. Thank you for your 
continued support of our 
schools. 

Building The  
Bellingham Promise

In my first year as superintendent, I 
spent time listening and learning in our 
schools and community.  I will be talking 
more with our community starting in 
2012 about The Bellingham Promise, 
the result of those many conversations. 
This promise is part of building our One 
Schoolhouse Strategic Plan and future vision 
to ensure that all of our children receive 
an outstanding education in Bellingham 
Public Schools, regardless of zip code or 
other circumstances. Please take a moment 
to read more at www.bellinghamschools.
org and share your feedback on our 
draft vision and plan for the future.

Photo: Hands-on learning experiences, such as 
this robotics course at Sehome High School, keep 
students engaged in school and help prepare them 
for a variety of options following high school.

Continued on back page

from high schools years ago and how we can 
support students in graduating ready for 
high-wage, hands-on jobs in 
the trades, manufacturing or 
other technology areas.  

Through local levy 
support, we are reinvesting 
in these hands-on, career 
preparation opportunities 
for our students. More 
than 60 of our students 
are attending the state’s 
Northwest Career and 
Technical Academy daily in Mount Vernon 
to study veterinary medicine, culinary arts, 
medical technology and more. We are also 
exploring ways to increase these types of 
courses in our own high schools, including 
an expansion of robotics, currently offered at 
Sehome High School. Bellingham Technical 
College offers outstanding automotive and 
welding programs, which are challenging for 
us to replicate due to cost, but we are interested 
in partnership opportunities. As one parent 
told me, merely bringing back the old shop 
class in its former state wouldn’t serve students 
well because “my auto mechanic is now one of 
the most highly skilled computer technicians 

I know.”

All types of students 
thrive when offered these 
types of engaging learning 
experiences. Many of 

our students are earning 
professional certificates, trade 
licenses and associate degrees 
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Levy Facts
Voters will decide on replacing two expiring 

levies in the Feb. 14 election. Both levies are 
essential for the basic operation of Bellingham 
Public Schools. Our schools cannot rely on the 
federal and state government to adequately 
fund a high quality education for our local 
children. These levies provide critical basic 
funding to help cover budget cuts and 
shortfalls from state and federal funding. 

They are not new levies, but replace 
levies that expire in 2012. They pay 
for nearly 25 percent of education in 
Bellingham Public Schools as well as 
technology, which is not funded by the 
state. 

Lowell Elementary
Continued

In one of the many activities of the 
leadership program, every Friday 
afternoon, fifth graders take turns leading 
a school meeting in the main hallway. 
An opportunity for these students to 
practice public speaking, this meeting is 
a way to acknowledge different activities 
in the school, be it naming the lunch 
leaders for the month or the birthdays 
for the week, reminding the school 
about behavior expectations, or sharing 
classroom mission statements. Alongside 
the fifth grade leaders, other students 
are chosen weekly to share classroom 
leader studies and mission statements. 

Involving the whole school community 
in this endeavor is the most important 
component of the program. Staff and 
parents practice the same character 
traits and skills that are outlined in 
the Covey material as their students.

When asked what they take away from 
the leader program, fifth grader Kellia 
Hoyle says, “In sixth grade, we’ll have 
more responsibility, so this prepares 
me.  I also will be meeting new friends 
in middle school and it will help me be 
more comfortable interacting with other 
people.” Third grader Ruby Weinkle-
Matts recently used her leadership skills 
to coordinate a service-learning project 
Warmth for Washington. “I feel that 
the Leader in Me Program is giving 
kids and grown-ups the chance to make 
positive changes at our school,” she says.

For information or a refresher 
on the seven habits, pick up a copy 
of Covey’s “Leader in Me,” or visit 
Lowell and talk with students.

Why are the levies needed?
Local levies are no longer for enrichment 

only. They fund the basics of what the state 
and federal government do not provide. They 
support instruction, smaller class sizes, school 
bus transportation, safety and health, and 
technology for student learning. They also 
help cover expenses for full-time kindergarten, 
special education, Highly Capable Learners’ 
program, English Language Learners’ program, 
advanced placement courses, extra-curricular 
activities that benefit the whole child such as 
arts and athletics, and much more. The levies 
also help our schools attract and retain highly 
qualified and talented staff.

What is the impact?
The replacement operation 

(M&O) levy and a replacement 
technology (capital) projects levy 
range from $32-37 million per year 
for four years.

To replace our expiring levies, a 
property owner with an assessed 
value of $250,000 would pay 
approximately $8 more per month 
than the current combined levy rate 
beginning in 2013.

For more levy information, visit www.
bellinghamschools.org/levyfacts

Please remember to vote in the February 14 election

Photo: Students at two Bellingham 
schools currently have access 
to world language instruction 
through technology.  Our next 
technology levy proposes to 
expand world language for all K-5 
elementary students in the future.

Photo above:  Bellingham High student 
Jamila Pryor takes classes in the culinary 
arts program at the Northwest Career and 
Technical Academy.

Photo left: Technology 
use enhances special 
education in Bellingham 
Public Schools. View 
this video online.  See 
URL to left.

Developing Students Who Lead at Lowell Elementary 
key habits for success.  Names of real world 
leaders that children study are stenciled 
over doorways leading into classrooms.

Principal Missy Ferguson believes the 
framework of Covey’s work is the template 
for student success. In her recently published 
school report, she writes, “Teaching our 
children to be respectful to one another, 
to put forth their very best, 
to take responsibility for 
their actions, and to find 

Lowell Elementary School has become 
a leadership-themed school, inspired by 
Stephen Covey’s “Seven Habits of Highly 
Successful People.” Covey’s recent book, 
“The Leader in Me: How Schools and 
Parents Around the World Are Inspiring 
Greatness,” takes his timeless and universal 
habits and presents how they work in 
a school setting, complementing both 
curriculum and character programs. 
By implementing Covey’s key habits in 
classrooms, hallways, the cafeteria and 
playground, the school encourages leadership 
principles as a pathway to success.

The Lowell vision is simple: 
Developing Students who L.E.A.D. 
L: Listen to Understand
E: Express Kindness
A: Achieve Goals
D: Demonstrate Responsibility.

The school displays the leadership theme 
prominently, covering the interior walls 
with stencils of inspirational quotes and the 

the positives in everyday life will be the 
stepping stones to their future aspirations.”  
The seven habits in kids’ language have 
become the school’s core beliefs.
Continued on back page

Photo below: Lowell leaders Isaac Shapiro, 
Maddie Call, Brinkley Walden, Kellia Hoyle, 
Aleah Pechthalt and Cole Zecha work on their 
weekly leadership presentation.
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